








GLOSSARY

AI – Artificial insemination. Impregnating an

animal through artificial means, not through

natural breeding.

Bloat – A disorder of ruminants usually

characterized by an accumulation of gas in the

rumen

BST – Bovine somatotropin, commonly

referred to as growth hormone. Produced

naturally by the cow, it stimulates metabolic

functions related to growth and milk

production.

Calving Interval  – The average number of

days between the latest two calving dates for

individual cows or a herd.

Crossbreeding – The mating of two animals

from different breeds.

Dry Cow – A cow that is not lactating.

Dry period – A rest period between lactations

when a cow is not lactating, normally 60 days

in duration. 

Embryo – A cell formed by the union of sperm

and ovum.

Estrus (heat) – The recurrent, restricted

period of sexual receptivity in livestock. Non-

pregnant cows and heifers usually come in

heat 18 to 21 days following their previous

estrus.

Embryo transfer – A process through which

newly fertilized eggs (embryos) are removed

from one female and transferred to another for

the remainder of gestation.  

Homogenization – The process of physically

reducing the particle size of fat in milk, thus

enabling even distribution of fat throughout the

milk.

Lactation – The time between calving that a

cow produces milk, usually 10 months. 

Mastitis – An infection and inflammation of

the udder in cows. 

Milking parlor – A facility that functions 

to extract milk from a cow by means of a

vacuum. 

Open Cow - A term commonly used to refer

to a non-pregnant female. 

Pasteurization – The process of heating 

milk to kill pathogens that may be harmful 

to humans. 

Rumen – The first and largest stomach

compartment of a ruminant; also called

paunch. 

Ruminant – One of the order of animals

having a stomach with four complete

cavities—rumen, reticulum, omasum, and

abomasums—through which food passes 

in digestion. These animals chew their cud.

They include cattle, sheep, goats, deer, 

and camels.

Sire – The male parent; to father or become

the sire of. 

Sire Selection Process – Identifies bulls to

be used as service sires with the goal of

increasing the genetic potential of the herd.

Synchronization – Any treatment, hormonal or

managerial, that causes a large percentage of

females to come into estrus at the same time.
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